The social origins of Perthes' disease of the hip.
Four hundred and ninety-two children with Perthes' disease of the hip were identified from the records of the Family Fund which gives financial help to families of disabled children. Their social circumstances were compared with those of other children referred to the Fund. The relative risk of Perthes' disease increased with lower social class, living in a council house, parental unemployment and a larger sibship size. These findings support other evidence that the disease is caused by dietary deficiencies acting in the prenatal or early postnatal period. The Family Fund may be a useful source of information for paediatric epidemiology in Britain.